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With broader ideas of wellbeing taking 

now focused on delivering sustainable 
wellbeing across multiple dimensions. 

 has 
given priority to improving mental health 

a productive nation, transforming the 

There is a growing appreciation of the 

 Our “rock star” 
economy has not delivered higher  
living standards or better opportunities  

 
left behind. 

This leaves us with a critical question:  
what can be done to improve people’s 

invest for the wellbeing outcomes we 
seek to achieve? This requires evaluation 

and programmes, not just in terms of their 
direct outcomes, but also of their broader 
wellbeing outcomes.

Examples of evidence behind the Wellbeing Budget priorities

Taking Mental  
Health Seriously

Improving  
Child Wellbeing

Building a  
Productive Nation

Transforming  
the Economy

Mental health 

have a diagnosable 
mental illness, with 
three-quarters of 
lifetime cases starting 

Material hardship 

live in households 

hardship

Living standards 

people rank low in most 
measures of wellbeing 
relative to the rest of 
the population

R&D expenditure 

low research and 
development (R&D) 

OECD countries

Greenhouse gas 
emissions 

the highest per capita 
rates of greenhouse 
gas emissions in the 
OECD

Suicide rates 

rate for young people 
is amongst the worst in 
the OECD

Health outcomes 

hospitalised each 
year for conditions 
associated with 
deprivation

Income level 
disparities 

people have lower 
income levels, on 
average, than other 
groups

Future of work  
and automation

workforce tasks may

Quality of waterways 
Waterways in our 
farming areas have 
markedly higher 
pollution than in 
catchments dominated 
by native vegetation

Homelessness 

homeless, based on the 

Family violence 

rates of family violence

Educational 
attainment  

people are less 
likely to attain 
higher educational 

other groups

Productivity 

productivity is low 
relative to other  
OECD countries

Soil erosion  
Annual soil erosion of 

kilometre is reducing 
our land’s productivity 
and harming aquatic 
ecosystems

Young people  
in employment  

years are not in 
education, employment 
or training

Crowded housing  

crowded homes

Disparities in  
health status  

people are less likely to 
report good, very good 

other groups

Incomes 

are in the bottom 
half of the OECD as 
measured by per 
capita Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP)

Waste  

waste per capita has 
increased substantially 
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